
Seneca Valley Girls Lacrosse 
Booster Meeting Minutes from November 2, 2016 

In Attendance: Charlene Martin, Debbie Walker, Eileen Podolec, Richard Hanks, Donna Latsko, Eric Clakeley, 
Katie Smolter, Gary McClintock, Karen Byers, Cindy Edkins, Lou Martin, Michelle Podlaski, Shelley Leech, 
Elise Dreakford, Erin Meredith, and Joanna Listwak.  Senior player, Lauren Podolec, was also in attendance. 

Call to Order & Welcome - Donna Latsko:  7:05 p.m.   

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes as Distributed - Joanna Listwak:  October 2016  - Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report - Richard Hanks: The October financials were distributed and reviewed. It was noted that 3 
payments were recently made:  the Blackhawk tournament registration fee, Winner’s Edge fall session registration 
fee, and the FL trip downpayment. 

Senior Project Discussion - Lauren Podolec:  For her senior project, Lauren presented her idea of selling 
custom-made, Junk brand headbands (with the generic SV logo on them) to raise enough money to enable the 
team to purchase 10 concussion helmets.  Having suffered 3 concussions herself, she now wears a concussion 
helmet, and she wants to create concussion awareness for other female lacrosse players.  Discussed the selling 
details for, and had a sample of the Junk headbands.  Discussed the buying details for, and had a sample of the 
concussion helmets.  It was also proposed that the Booster club continue to promote concussion awareness in 
future years. 

Youth & Middle School Club Report - Elise Dreakford: One U13 team and two U15 teams successfully played 
in the Hope for the Cure tournament at RMU on October 24th.  Still gathering commitments and looking at 
registering 1 or 2 youth teams in the 7v7 St. Vincent tournament being held on Sunday, November 13th.  Received 
very positive feedback on youth fall ball by both youth players and parents.  Still evaluating and gathering 
feedback regarding which winter indoor options to pursue for the youth teams.  Spring registration has begun for 
the 7th and 8th grade middle school players with hopes to have them completed before Thanksgiving.  With an 
accurate headcount, coaches can then begin planning for both winter conditioning and the spring season. 

Varsity/JV Report - Head Coach Katie Smolter:  Reported both youth and high school fall ball sessions are 
now over.  Youth fall ball was very successful, and senior, Julia Byers, was able to collect over $500 in donations 
for the Shannon Quail Fund for her senior project. High school fall ball session was also successful, and included 
5 new players to the game.  

Winter conditioning will run January - February, and the schedule will be distributed to both middle school and 
high school players soon.  Middle school 7/8 players will condition in the SVMS multi-purpose room on Monday 
nights for 1.5 hours.  High school grades 9-12 conditioning will be on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
starting January 10th. 

16 players are registered to play in the Winner’s Edge fall indoor session at the Iceoplex starting on Sunday, 
November 13th.  The game schedule will be distributed soon. 

Continuing to work with travel agent KSA on FL flights, which will be booked during the next few weeks.  Final 
roundtrip flight cost is estimated to be around $400 per player. 

All practices during the upcoming spring season will be held after school from 3:00-5:00 on the new soccer/
lacrosse turf field. 
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Committee Reports:  Donna Latsko asked all prior year committee leads for confirmation that they will serve 
again this year. Confirmations will continue to be pursued as the season approaches. Committee descriptions will 
be distributed to all parents soon so that they can begin to think about what volunteer opportunity they’d like to 
sign up for prior to the start of our spring season.  In an effort to improve the club’s “succession planning”, Joanna 
Listwak suggested that more structure be laid out for the various board and committee positions (eg. the board 
President position must be a junior (then senior) parent to hold for 2 terms, the board VP must be a sophomore or 
junior parent, the 2 concession stand committee co-chairs be 1 freshman parent and 1 sophomore parent, etc.) 

a.  Homecoming Booth - Debbie Walker & Shelley Leech:  No report.  Co-chair positions were confirmed for 
Homecoming 2017. 

b.  Spring Training Trip - Eileen Podolec:  Chair position was confirmed.  The final trip payment will be due on 
December 1st, and the amount is currently estimated to be $500.  However, the exact amount will be 
communicated as soon as all of the flights are secured.   

c. Fundraising - Shelley Leech & Debbie Walker:  Co-chair positions were confirmed.  Shelley Leech reported 
that the Sarris candy fundraiser was a huge success, and $825 was raised for the players’ individual accounts.  A 
few players still owe money to Shelley for their candy boxes. 

Shelly distributed the raffle tickets to all those interested.  1,500 raffle tickets were printed into books of 10 tickets 
and are to be sold for $5/ticket.  100% of the proceeds will go to each player’s individual fundraising account.  
The winning ticket will be drawn during the January 4th booster meeting so players have from now until then to 
sell their tickets.  However, it was noted that any player wishing to use raffle ticket proceeds towards their final 
FL trip payment must either pay for all of their raffle tickets upfront, or sell them by the December 1st final trip 
payment date.  For any players interested in obtaining raffle tickets to sell, Shelley will be at the first indoor game 
at the Iceoplex on Sunday, November 13th, as well as at the December 7th booster meeting. 

Donna Latsko reserved a gift wrapping session at Barnes and Noble bookstore on December 18th from 
4:00p-8:00p.  Last year each player that participated made about $30 each for their fundraising account.  B&N 
allows us to set up a table in their store and we make a percentage from all the sales during our time slot, and 
customers also tip the players for wrapping their gifts. 

Cindy Edkins suggested that we check with the new restaurant in Cranberry, Panda Express, about doing a week 
night dining fundraiser for us.  Joanna Listwak suggested also contacting Anthony’s Coal Fired Pizza, North Park 
Lounge, and Moes Southwest Grill, as they all communicated interest in doing this type of fundraiser for our 
organization. 

Other fundraising ideas are always welcomed, as we continually evaluate opportunities to make money for the 
club. 

d.  Sponsorship Program Administrator - Joanna Listwak:  Chair position was confirmed.  So far $1,400 has 
been received from local businesses.  An update was emailed out to everyone earlier today.  A reminder that any 
players wishing to use this fundraiser to help pay for their FL trip will have to collect from their sponsors before 
the final trip payment is due on December 1st. 

e.  Apparel - Kristin Hanks:  not present.  Richard Hanks confirmed chair position for Kristin.  However, a 
freshman, sophomore or junior parent should shadow/help Kristin (a senior parent) this year.  Player backpack 
style has been finalized and the order will be placed soon.  Lastly, the fall apparel sale email was sent out to the 
club earlier today. It is imperative that all players, youth through high school, place orders this fall. 

f.  Yard Signs - PJ Foley:  No report.  Chair position needs to be confirmed, and a freshman, sophomore or junior 
parent should shadow/help P.J. (a senior parent) this year. 
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g.  Concession Stand - Kristen Valeri:  No report.  Chair position needs to be confirmed, and a 2nd co-chair 
position remains OPEN. 

h.  Game Announcers & Spotters - Donna Latsko, Debbie Walker, Dino DeFabbo, Jeff Listwak.  No report.  
However, Donna and Debbie confirmed they will volunteer again this season, and confirmations are still needed 
from Dino and Jeff. 

i.  Stats Keepers - Gary McClintock & Brian Podolec:   No report.  However, Gary and Brian (via his wife 
Eileen) confirmed they will volunteer again this season. 

j.  Game Video -  Eileen Podolec:  No report. However, Eileen confirmed she will volunteer again this season. 

k.  Photographer & Banquet Video - Jeff Reiterman, Bill Foley, & Jayme Meredith: No report.  However, 
Jayme (via wife Erin) confirmed he will volunteer again this season, and confirmations are still needed from Jeff 
and Bill. 

l.  V/JV Team Parents - Eileen Podolec, Liz Welsh, Erin Meredith & PJ Foley:  No report.  However, Eileen 
and Erin confirmed they will volunteer again this season, and confirmations are still needed from Liz and PJ. 

m. Game Day Sponsor Board - Joanna Listwak agreed to fill this previously open position. 

n.  Game Day Programs - Kristen Valeri: No report.  However, Lou Martin volunteered to be a new co-chair, 
and confirmation is still needed from Kristen. 

o.  Picture Day - Liz Welsh: No report.  Chair position needs to be confirmed. 

p.  Team Community Poster - OPEN position 

q.  Webmaster - Steve Salvatore:  No report. Chair position needs to be confirmed. 

r.  Senior Night - Debbie Walker: No report. Chair position was confirmed.  Coach Smolter reminded that senior 
night is scheduled for Thursday, May 4th. 

s.  V/JV Banquet - Erin Meredith and Liz Welsh:  No report.  However, Erin Meredith volunteered to be a new 
co-chair, and confirmation is still needed from Liz.  Coach Smolter reported that due to the game schedule, the 
banquet date now has to be changed to Thursday, May 11th.  Donna Latsko will call Cranberry Highlands to 
reserve for us. 

Old Business:  None. 

New Business:  Donna Latsko suggested that we create a new PR/Community Service committee to help generate 
more PR for our team and the sport.  Coach Smolter said she currently gets contacted 3 times each season by the 
local newspapers, and submits any community service details to A.D. Ms. Lewis.  Coach Clakeley said he would 
contact the local newspaper to inquire about having an article written that features an SV girls lacrosse player 
alumna who is currently playing college lacrosse.  Donna suggested using Snapchat stories to help promote the 
sport, encourage all ages of players to practice more on their own, etc.   

Meeting Adjournment - Donna Latsko:  8:15pm 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, December 7, 2016 at 7:00pm in the Senior High School LGI room 

Minutes submitted by:  Joanna Listwak, Secretary/Communications
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